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consort of the King Arunava. The sfcory of her past is
similar to that of Sister Abhaya.1 The story of her
present is that, in this Buddha-era, she was reborn as the
daughter of the chaplain of King Bimbisara- at Rajagaha,
and named Sorna. Come to years of discretion, she
came to believe in the Master in her own home, and
'became a lay-disciple. And later on, growing anxious, she
entered the Order of Bhikkhunis, and, working her way to
insight, she not long after won Arahantship, with thorough
grasp of the Norm in letter and in spirit.

Then, dwelling at Savatthi in the bliss of emancipation,
she went forth one day to take siesta in the Dark Grove,
an5 sat down beneath a tree* And Mara, alone, and
wishing to interrupt her privacy, approached her, invisible
and in the air, saying :

That  vantage-ground   the   sages   may  attain   is

hard

To reach.    With her two-finger consciousness
That is no woman competent to gain !    (60)

For women, from the age of seven or eight, boiling rice
at all times, know not the moment when the rice is cooked,
but must take some grains in a spoon and press it with two
fingers ; hence the expression ' two-finger ' sense.3 Then
the Elder rebuked Mara :

How should the woman's nature hinder us ?
Whose hearts are firmly set, who ever move
With growing knowledge onward in the Path ?
What can that signify to one in whom
Insight doth truly comprehend the Norm ?4    (61)

* Ps. xxvii.                            2 Of. Ps. Hi.

3 The daughter of a Neapolitan told me that the identical idiom
exists in Italian : Una mente lunga di due